CHUTE FOREST PARISH COUNCIL

NOVEMBER 2009 
Minutes of the Chute Forest Parish Council Meeting held on Thursday 19th November 2009.

Present: Cllr D Close (Vice Chairman), Cllr P Caddick and Cllr D Milligan
In Attendance: PC G Wilkins & Mr C Stock (Chair KGPF Management Committee)
1. Apologies for Absence.   Cllr R Cherrington (Chairman), Cllr D Pike and Wilts Cllr C Howard.
2. Declaration of Interest in Items on the Agenda–  Cllr Caddick declared an interest in item 10.1
3. General Public – No questions asked.
4. Minutes of previous meeting.  Minutes of the previous meeting of 10th September 2009 having been circulated, Cllr Close proposed that the minutes be signed as a true record, seconded by Cllr Caddick.
Carried and duly signed by the Vice Chairman.

5. Matters arising.

6. Correspondence - As received and if necessary held at the clerk’s office.
6.1 WALC Newsletter.

6.2 WALC.  October Newsletter

6.3 Neighbourhood Watch.  Request for a PC notice board to be repositioned.

6.4 Wiltshire Council.  Wiltshire 2026.

The Members noted the correspondence and directed the clerk to respond as appropriate.

7. Playing Fields.


7.1 The Vice Chairman introduced this item by giving a résumé of the back ground to current operation of the Management Committee and the need to move the matters on the agenda ahead. The Members then had a lengthy discussion before moving to discuss the relevant items listed on the agenda.

7.2 The Chairman of the KGPF Management Committee presented copy of the KGPF Summary accounts & forecasts for 1 Apr 08- 31 Mar 09 which the Members considered along with a copy circulated with the agenda.  After a detailed questions and answer session during which the Members received assurances that no capital spend would take place unless it was financed by grant funding and that although they accepted that no major spending had taken place for some time they were concerned about the diminishing level of reserves shown in the forecast.  On this basis the Members 

RESOLVED to note and agree the budget subject to further scrutiny and acceptance by Chute Parish Council.
Action: Clerk

7.3 The Vice Chairman thanked everyone for their efforts in getting the drafting of KGPF Constitution this far and then confirmed that the Members and the Chair of KGPF Management Committee were looking at the same version of the draft  Constitution i.e post the Chute PC meeting held on 29 October 2009. It became clear that the Chair of KGPF Management Committee was working to a pre 29 October 2009 version.  The Members then took the view that whilst they were content with the post 29 October 2009 version they were concerned that the KGPF Management Committee and not had sufficient input into the post 29 October 2009 version.  After consideration the Members
RESOLVED to not agree the post 29 October 2009 Constitution until the KGPF Management Committee had been afforded sufficient opportunity to comment.

Action:  Clerk

The Clerk reminded the Members that the new constitution would need to be in place in the very near future and of the possible impact on the Annual Return.
7.4  The Members note the confirmation from Wiltshire Council  of development rights with regard to positioning a container on the KGPF and 

RESOLVED to exercise these rights.
7.5  Having discussed the purchase of an ISO Container by the KGPF Management Committee in the light of the budget forecast presented at item 7.2 and having taken note of the Chute PC’s view on this matter  the Members
RESOLVED to agree the purchase.
7.6 . The Clerk informed the Members that the ISO Container/secure storage unit would be formally recorded in the Parish Councils’ joint asset register and the shared value included in their 2009/10 Accounts Statements.  He advised that he and Clerk/RFO to Chute PC had agreed that we should not delay in seeking insurance cover for the ISO Container and that the cover was now in place.   After some discussion of this item and assets in the round the Members

RESOLVED to accept the administrative arrangements for ISO Container.

7.7 No RoSPA report was tabled at the meeting however it is in circulation and a copy will be made available to the Clerk for circulation to the Members. 
Action: Chair KGPF management Committee.

8. Finance. 

8.1 The RFO presented for approval a current liquidity statement and bank reconciliation as at 19th November 2009.

Members noted the statement and reconciliation, but had no comment at this time.

8.2  After a protracted discussion regarding donations in the round and the KGPF in particular and having considered making the following donations 
8.2.1 PCC - £30.00

8.2.2 Playing Fields Maintenance - £210.00

8.2.3 Village Hall - £100.00

Members RESOLVED to authorise the donations and agreed that in future years the donations to the PCC and Village Hall would increase in line with inflation and that the Playing Fields donation would take into account the activity levels and associated costs including insurance costs.
Action: RFO to make payments

8.3   Having discussed at some length  the draft budget previously circulated  by the RFO and taking into account the resolution at item 8.2 
Members RESOLVED to set the budget for F Y10/11 as appended to these minutes.

8.4  Having set the budget the reserves policy was reviewed and set the general reserve level at 75% of the FY 09/10 Precept.  Then having taken into consideration the anticipated income and expenditure levels for FY 09/10 and the specific reserves for a new notice board and parish elections  the    

Members RESOLVED to set the Precept for FY 10/11 at £2100, an £200 increase on FY 09/10.
Action: Clerk to place demand on Wiltshire Council.

8.5 The Clerk asked that requirement for the Annual Accounts to be accepted by the Council before 30 June 2010 be noted

Members noted the requirement.

8.6 Having considered the NALC recommendation regarding the Clerk’s salary increase backdated to 1 April
Members RESOLVED to accept the recommendation
8.7   The Clerk explained that the Royal British Legion had lost cheque number 222 for £25 (Poppy Wrath) which has since been cancelled and that cheque 227 had been issued in its place. 
Members noted the issuing of the cheque.
9. Tidworth Area Board.
As Cllr P Caddick did not attend the meeting no formal report was offered. 
10.
Planning. 

10.1.   The Members noted that a Tree Preservation Order & Tree Replacement Order made on the land adjacent to Chute Forest Cottage and that an appeal had been lodged against the tree replacement notice.  The Members directed the Clerk to write to the Wiltshire Council in order to receive a copy of the Decision Letter.
Action: Clerk

10.2. E/09/1501/FUL.  Having considered the application in some detail the Members had no objections but did have some concerns which Cllr Close agreed to investigate and to circulate to Members a draft response that could be sent by the Clerk to Wiltshire Council.
Action: Cllr Close & Clerk

11.
Footpaths.
Cllr Close reported no problems with the footpaths other than FP No5 upon which he agreed to write to the Rights of Way officer at Wiltshire Council.
12.
Village Hall.
Cllr Milligan reported that the administration of the Village Hall Committee is not working and that this makes it impossible for him to conduct his role as the Council’s delegate to the Village Hall Committee.  As a result he was not in a position to offer a meaningful report.
13.  Roads.
In the absence of Cllr Pike no report was offered. 
14.
AOB. 

Wiltshire Councillor.  Cllr C Howard had sent reports regarding the integration of the previous district councils into Wiltshire Council and also the Council’s planning strategy document and 2010 budget.  Noted that Wiltshire intend to sell off 97 premises and that government grants to Wiltshire could be cut back, leading to a cut in services and/or increased Council Tax. 

Members noted the report.

14.1 Parish Clerk.  The Vice Chairman informed Members that the Parish Clerk had notified the Council that he intended to stand down as Clerk in July 2010. 
Members noted the Clerk’s intention.

15. Date of future meetings.  The date of next meeting was confirmed as Thursday 21th January 2010.
There being no further business to conduct the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 20.50pm
Signed:
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Chairman
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